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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF SURF COAST SHIRE COUNCIL 
HELD VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE ON TUESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2021 AT 6:00PM 

 
 

PRESENT:  
Cr Libby Stapleton (Mayor) 
Cr Gary Allen 
Cr Paul Barker 
Cr Mike Bodsworth 
Cr Kate Gazzard 
Cr Rose Hodge 
Cr Liz Pattison 
Cr Adrian Schonfelder 
Cr Heather Wellington 
 
In Attendance:  
Acting Chief Executive Officer – Anne Howard 
Acting General Manager Governance & Infrastructure – John Bertoldi 
General Manager Culture & Community – Chris Pike 
General Manager Environment & Development – Ransce Salan 
Acting Coordinator Governance – Zoe Eastick 
Governance Officer – Liberty Nash 
 
 
OPENING: 
Cr Stapleton opened the meeting. 
The Surf Coast Shire local government area spans the traditional lands of the Wadawurrung People and the 
Eastern Maar People.  The main Council offices in Torquay are on Wadawurrung Country.  Being an online 
meeting today, we wish acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands on which each person is attending 
and pay respect to Elders past and present. Council also acknowledges other Aboriginal people that may be 
attending the meeting today.  
 
 
PLEDGE: 
Cr Allen recited the pledge on behalf of all Councillors. 
As Councillors we carry out our responsibilities with diligence and integrity and make fair decisions of lasting 
value for the wellbeing of our community and environment. 
 
 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST: 
Councillors are exempt from declaring Conflicts of Interest in relation to the Code of Conduct in accordance 
with section 129(g) of the Local Government Act 2020 and Regulation 7(1)(l) of the Local Government 
(Governance & Integrity) Regulations 2020.  
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1.  OFFICE OF THE CEO 

1.1 Councillor Code of Conduct 2021 
 

Author’s Title: Acting Chief Executive Officer  General Manager: Anne Howard  

Department: Office of the CEO File No:  F21/53 

Division: Office of the CEO Trim No:  IC21/243 

Appendix:  

1. SCS-002 Councillor Code of Conduct - final draft for adoption (D21/23943)     

Officer Conflict of Interest: 

In accordance with Local Government Act 2020 – 
Section 130: 

☐ Yes ☒ No 

Reason: Nil 

Status:  

Defined as confidential information in accordance 
with Local Government Act 2020, Section 3(1): 

☐ Yes ☒ No 

Reason: Nil  
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to seek Council adoption of SCS-002 Councillor Code of Conduct (the Code). 
The primary focus of the Code is to ensure compliance with the new legislative requirements.  
 

Summary 
The Surf Coast Shire Council (the Council) is required to ensure that it adopts a Councillor Code of Conduct 
that meets the requirements of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act) and Local Government 
(Governance and Integrity) Regulations 2020 (the Regulations) by 24 February 2021.  
 

Section 139(5) of the Act requires that the Code must be adopted by a formal resolution of the Council 
passed at a meeting by at least two-thirds of the total number of Councillors elected to the Council. For Surf 
Coast Shire Council, this means six or more Councillors must vote to adopt the Councillor Code of Conduct 
to achieve compliance with the Act. 
 

Once adopted, all Councillors are required to comply with the Code, regardless of whether they vote in 
favour of its adoption or decide to sign the adopted Code. 
 

The matters which the Code must include are the mandatory standards of Councillor conduct (conduct 
standards) contained in the Regulations.  
 

The Code was developed through January and February 2021 and drafts have been distributed to 
Councillors for their review. Councillors’ feedback has been considered and the final draft of the Code is 
attached.  
 

Recommendation 
That Council endorses SCS-002 Councillor Code Conduct (Attachment 1). 
 

Council Resolution   
MOVED Cr Liz Pattison, Seconded Cr Rose Hodge  
That Council endorses SCS-002 Councillor Code Conduct (Attachment 1). 

 
Division 

Councillor Wellington called for division which was voted on as follows: 

For  
Cr  Allen 
Cr  Bodsworth 
Cr  Gazzard 
Cr  Hodge 
Cr  Pattison 
Cr  Schonfelder 
Mayor  Stapleton 

Against  
Cr  Barker 
Cr  Wellington 

Abstained  
Nil 

CARRIED 7:2 
  

http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga2020182/s3.html#council
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga2020182/s3.html#councillor
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga2020182/s3.html#council
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1.1 Councillor Code of Conduct 2021 
 

 

Report 
 
Officer Direct or Indirect Interest 
No officer involved in the preparation of this report has any conflicts of interest. 
 
Background 
Councillors signed the existing Councillor Code of Conduct 2016 when they were sworn in as Councillors, 
however there is a need to adopt a new Code by 24 February 2021.  
 
The primary focus of the revised Code is to ensure compliance with the new legislative requirements. The 
Code was developed through January and February 2021. Councillors participated in a workshop to develop 
values and behaviours, engaged in discussion at two briefing sessions and communicated through emails as 
the draft Code was developed. Councillors’ feedback has been considered and informs the final draft of the 
Code (Attachment 1).  
 
Discussion 
Section 139(5) of the Act requires that the Code must be adopted by a formal resolution of the Council 
passed at a meeting by at least two-thirds of the total number of Councillors elected to the Council. For Surf 
Coast Shire Council, this means six or more Councillors must vote to adopt the Councillor Code of Conduct 
to achieve compliance with the Act. 
 
The Code must include the prescribed standards of Councillor conduct (conduct standards) from the 
Regulations. The Code also includes a new internal arbitration process for determining complaints of alleged 
misconduct under the Code.  
 
The Code is designed to:  

 assist Councillors in maintaining the highest standards of conduct and behaviour  

 provide Councillors with a means for dealing with problems that they may encounter 

 assist Councillors to discharge the responsibilities of their public office appropriately 

 assist Councillors to maintain good working relationships between Councillors, and between 
Councillors and management. 

 
Once adopted, all Councillors are required to comply with the Code, regardless of whether they vote in 
favour of its adoption or decide to sign the adopted Code (it is not mandatory to sign the Code, but it is 
common practice as a demonstration of Councillors commitment).  
 
Council Plan 
Theme 5 High Performing Council 
Objective Select Objective 
Strategy Select Strategy 
 
Reporting and Compliance Statements:  
Local Government Act 2020 – LGA 2020 

Implications  Applicable to this 
Report 

Governance Principles  
(Consideration of the Governance Principles under s.9 of LGA 2020) 

Yes 

Policy/Relevant Law 
(Consideration of the Governance Principles under s.9 of LGA 2020) 

Yes 

Environmental/Sustainability Implications 
(Consideration of the Governance Principles under s.9 of LGA 2020)  

No 

Community Engagement 
(Consideration of Community Engagement Principles under s.56 LGA 2020) 

No 

Public Transparency 
(Consideration of Public Transparency Principles under s.58 of LGA 2020) 

Yes 

Strategies and Plans 
(Consideration of Strategic Planning Principles under s.89 of LGA 2020) 

No 

http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga2020182/s3.html#council
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga2020182/s3.html#councillor
http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga2020182/s3.html#council
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1.1 Councillor Code of Conduct 2021 
 

 

Financial Management 
(Consideration of Financial Management Principles under s.101 of LGA 
2020) 

Yes 

Service Performance  
(Consideration of Service Performance Principles under s.106 of LGA 2020) 

No 

Risk Assessment Yes 

Communication Yes 

Human Rights Charter  Yes 

 
Governance Principles - Local Government Act 2020 (LGA 2020) 
The Code has been developed to achieve the best outcome for the municipal community.  
 
Policy/Relevant Law 
The Code has been developed to comply with the relevant sections of the Act. These are referenced through 
the Code where relevant. 
 
Environmental/Sustainability Implications 
Sustainability is not a directly applicable consideration for this matter. 
 
Community Engagement 
No external stakeholder consultation was required given the nature of the review. 
 
Public Transparency  
The Code is a transparent statement by Councillors to the community regarding the conduct they commit to 
when undertaking their duties as a Councillor. The adopted Code will be available to the public via Council’s 
website. 
 
Financial Management 
The structure of the dispute resolution process as outlined in the Code is designed in a way that expected to 
minimise costs.   
 
Risk Assessment 
The Code supports Councillors to comply with the Act and to maintain a safe workplace for all. 
 
Communication 
The adopted Code will be available to the public via Council’s website. 
 
Human Rights Charter  
The Human Rights Charter has been taken into consideration and the Code does not create limitation on 
human rights. 
 
Options 
Option 1 – Adopt the Code as attached 
This option is recommended by officers as the attached Code represents the majority of views expressed 
during the development of the Code.  
 
Option 2 – Adopt the Code with changes 
This option is not recommended by officers as changes may not have been fully explored and may result in 
ambiguity or confusion. 
 
Option 3 – Not adopt a Code 
This option is not recommended by officers as it would result in Council failing to achieve compliance with 
the Act. 
 
Conclusion 
The Code has been developed with input from all Councillors and its adoption will achieve compliance with 
the Act and provide a sound basis to guide and manage a high standard of conduct amongst Councillors. 
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1.1 Councillor Code of Conduct 2021 
 
APPENDIX 1 SCS-002 COUNCILLOR CODE OF CONDUCT - FINAL DRAFT FOR ADOPTION  
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Close: There being no further items of business the meeting closed at 6:43pm.  
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