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MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF SURF COAST SHIRE COUNCIL 
HELD VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE (ZOOM) 

ON TUESDAY 21 SEPTEMBER 2021 AT 6:00PM 
 
 

PRESENT: 
Cr Libby Stapleton (Mayor) 
Cr Gary Allen 
Cr Paul Barker 
Cr Mike Bodsworth 
Cr Rose Hodge 
Cr Adrian Schonfelder 
Cr Heather Wellington 
 
 
In Attendance: 
Chief Executive Officer – Robyn Seymour 
Acting General Manager Governance & Infrastructure – John Bertoldi 
Acting General Manager Culture & Community – Jill Moodie 
General Manager Environment & Development – Ransce Salan 
Manager Finance – Gabrielle Spiller 
Governance Coordinator – Liberty Nash 
Governance Statutory Compliance & Reporting Officer – Zoe Eastick 
Governance Officer – Julie Morales 
 
OPENING: 
Cr Libby Stapleton opened the meeting. 
The Surf Coast Shire local government area spans the traditional lands of the Wadawurrung People and the 
Gadubanud and Guilijan People of the Eastern Maar.  The main Council offices in Torquay are on 
Wadawurrung Country, and I am coming to you tonight from Aireys Inlet which is traditionally known as 
Mangowak. The Wadawurrung people have nurtured and protected these lands and waterways for 
thousands of generations – and I’m so grateful that we can be here today living and working in such a 
beautiful part of the world. Being an online meeting tonight, we also to wish acknowledge the Traditional 
Owners of the lands on which each person is attending, acknowledge any Aboriginal people who may be 
viewing the meeting tonight, and pay respect to Elders past, present and future.   
 
 
PLEDGE: 
Cr Adrian Schonfelder recited the pledge on behalf of all Councillors. 
As Councillors we carry out our responsibilities with diligence and integrity and make fair decisions of lasting 
value for the wellbeing of our community and environment. 
 
 
APOLOGIES: 
 
Apology 

Council Resolution   
MOVED Cr Heather Wellington, Seconded Cr Rose Hodge  
That an apology be received from Cr Liz Pattison and Cr Kate Gazzard.  

CARRIED 7:0   
 
 
Voting 

Voted on as follows: 

For  

Cr Gary Allen 
Cr Paul Barker 
Cr Mike Bodsworth 
Cr Rose Hodge 
Cr Adrian Schonfelder 

Against  

Nil 

Abstained  

Nil 
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Cr Libby Stapleton 
Cr Heather Wellington 

CARRIED 7:0 
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1.  GOVERNANCE & INFRASTRUCTURE 

1.1 Annual Performance Statement and  Financial Statements 2020-21 
 

Author’s Title: Manager Finance  General Manager: John Bertoldi  

Department: Finance File No:  F18/861-4 

Division: Governance & Infrastructure Trim No:  IC21/1474 

Appendix:  

1. 2020-21 Surf Coast Shire Council Performance Statement (D21/157919)    

2. 2020-21 Surf Coast Shire Council Financial Statements (D21/175646)     

Officer Direct or Indirect Conflict of Interest: 

In accordance with Local Government Act 1989 – 
Section 80C: 

☐ Yes ☒ No 

Reason: Nil 

Status:  

Defined as confidential information in accordance 
with Local Government Act 2020, Section 3(1): 

☐ Yes ☒ No 

Reason: Nil  
 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to present the 2020-21 Performance Statement and Financial Statements to 
Council for in-principle approval as recommended by the Audit and Risk Committee and in accordance with 
Section 132 of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act). 
 

Summary 
The savings and transitional provisions Section 329 (7)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020 means that 
Section 132 of the Local Government Act 1989  continues to apply to the preparation of the Performance 
Statement and the Financial Statements for 2020-21.  Section 132 of the Act requires Council to pass a 
resolution approving in principle the Performance Statement and the Financial Statements, prior to 
submitting the Statements to the Victorian Auditor-General for issue of an audit opinion.  
 
The Audit and Risk Committee considered the Statements at its meeting held on Tuesday, 14 September 
2021. The Committee recommended to Council the in principle the 2020-21 Performance Statement and 
Financial Statement for adoption and certification, subject to any further adjustments recommended by 
Council’s auditor.  
 
Council’s approval of the statements is required to enable the in principle statements to be signed and 
submitted to the Auditor-General to issue an audit opinion and included in the annual report to be lodged 
with the Minister by 30 November 2021.1 
 
 

Recommendation 
That Council: 

1. Approves in principle the Financial Statements and Performance Statement and submits the 
statements to the auditor reporting on the audit. 

2. Authorises Cr Libby Stapleton and Cr Liz Pattison to sign the 2020-21 Financial Statements and 
Performance Statement in accordance with section 132(5) of the Local Government Act 1989. 

3. Requires the 2020-21 Financial Statements and Performance Statement to be referred back to 
Council if there are significant changes prior to signing. 

4. Requires that any minor changes to the 2020-21 Financial Statements and Performance Statement 
be reviewed by the two authorised Councillors prior to signing. 

1.  
 
 
 

                                                      
1 When this report was originally published in the Council meeting agenda, the deadline for submission to the 
Minister was 30 September 2021. An extension was subsequently provided by the Minister to all councils 
until 30 November 2021, and the report as presented in these minutes has been updated to reflect this 
extension.  
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Council Resolution   
MOVED Cr Paul Barker, Seconded Cr Heather Wellington  
That Council  

1. Approves in principle the Financial Statements and Performance Statement and submits the 
statements to the auditor reporting on the audit. 

2. Authorises Cr Libby Stapleton and Cr Paul Barker to sign the 2020-21 Financial Statements and 
Performance Statement in accordance with section 132(5) of the Local Government Act 1989. 

3. Requires the 2020-21 Financial Statements and Performance Statement to be referred back to 
Council if there are significant changes prior to signing. 

4. Requires that any minor changes to the 2020-21 Financial Statements and Performance Statement 
be reviewed by the two authorised Councillors prior to signing.  

CARRIED 7:0   
 
Voting 

Voted on as follows: 

For  

Cr Gary Allen 
Cr Paul Barker 
Cr Mike Bodsworth 
Cr Rose Hodge 
Cr Adrian Schonfelder 
Cr Libby Stapleton 
Cr Heather Wellington 
 

Against  

Nil 

Abstained  

Nil 

CARRIED 7:0 
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Report 
 
Officer Direct or Indirect Interest 
No officer involved in the preparation of this report has any conflicts of interest. 
 
Background 
The Local Government Act 1989 (the Act) requires Council to pass a resolution giving its approval in 
principle to the financial statements and performance statement prior to submitting the statements to the 
Auditor-General for issue of an audit opinion. 
 
Section 132 of the Act states: 

1. The Council must submit the performance statement and financial statements in their finalised form 
to the auditor for auditing as soon as possible after the end of the financial year. 

2. The Council, after passing a resolution giving its approval in principle to the performance statement 
and financial statements, must submit the statements to the auditor for reporting on the audit. 

3. The auditor must prepare a report on the performance statement. 
Note: The auditor is required under Part 3 of the Audit Act 1994 to prepare a report on the 
financial statements. 

4. The auditor must not sign a report under subsection (3) or under Part 3 of the Audit Act 1994 unless 
the performance statement or the financial statements (as applicable) have been certified under 
subsection (5). 

5. The Council must ensure that the performance statement and financial statements, in their final form 
after any changes recommended or agreed by the auditor have been made, are certified in 
accordance with the regulations by— 

(a) two Councillors authorised by the Council for the purposes of this subsection; and 
(b) any other prescribed persons. 

6. The Auditor must provide the Minister and the Council with a copy of the report on the performance 
statement as soon as is reasonably practicable. 

 
Note: The auditor is required under Part 3 of the Audit Act 1994 to report on the financial statements to the 
Council within 4 weeks and to give a copy of the report to the Minister. 
 
Discussion 
In accordance with its Charter, the Audit and Risk Committee is required to review the annual financial 
statements and annual performance statement, and make any recommendations to Council concerning their 
adoption. Minor changes recommended by the Committee have been updated in the Financial Statements 
and Performance Statements.  
 
At its meeting on 14 September 2021, the Audit and Risk Committee resolved the following:  
 
That the Audit and Risk Committee recommends to Council the ‘in-principle’ 2020-21 Financial Statements 
and Performance Statements for adoption and certification, subject to any further adjustments required by 
Council’s auditor.   
 
Council staff and representatives of the Auditor-General’s office attended the committee meeting to present 
and answer any questions. It was the consensus of the Committee that the statements present fairly the 
financial position of Surf Coast Shire Council at the conclusion of the 2020-21 financial year, and that the 
financial performance and cash flows of Surf Coast Shire Council are in accordance with applicable 
Australian Accounting Standards and requirements of the Act.  
 
Council Plan 
Theme 5 High Performing Council 
Objective 5.1 Ensure Council is financially sustainable and has the capability to deliver strategic objectives 
Strategy Select Strategy 
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Reporting and Compliance Statements:  
Local Government Act 2020 – LGA 2020 

Implications  Applicable to this 
Report 

Governance Principles  
(Consideration of the Governance Principles under s.9 of LGA 2020) 

Yes 

Policy/Relevant Law 
(Consideration of the Governance Principles under s.9 of LGA 2020) 

Yes 

Environmental/Sustainability Implications 
(Consideration of the Governance Principles under s.9 of LGA 2020)  

No 

Community Engagement 
(Consideration of Community Engagement Principles under s.56 LGA 2020) 

Yes 

Public Transparency 
(Consideration of Public Transparency Principles under s.58 of LGA 2020) 

Yes 

Strategies and Plans 
(Consideration of Strategic Planning Principles under s.89 of LGA 2020) 

Yes 

Financial Management 
(Consideration of Financial Management Principles under s.101 of LGA 
2020) 

Yes 

Service Performance  
(Consideration of Service Performance Principles under s.106 of LGA 2020) 

No 

Risk Assessment Yes 

Communication Yes 

Human Rights Charter  No 

 
Governance Principles - Local Government Act 2020 (LGA 2020) 
Council’s Annual Financial and Performance Statements are prepared in accordance with all applicable laws 
and regulations and fulfil obligations under those laws and obligations, adhering to the governance principles 
outlines in section 9 of the Local Government Act 2020. 
 
Policy/Relevant Law 
The Annual Financial and Performance Statements have been prepared in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1989 (2020 Act not yet in force for financial reporting), the Local Government (Planning and 
Reporting) Regulations 2014, Australian Accounting Standards, and other mandatory professional 
requirements. 
 
Community Engagement 
Community engagement on Council’s financial plans is undertaken as part of the annual budgeting process.  
 
Public Transparency  
Council’s financial performance is reported via quarterly financial reports to Council meetings, the Annual 
Financial Statements, and the Annual Report.  
 
Strategies/Plans 
The Annual Financial Statements include comparisons of actual performance against Council’s adopted 
budget. 
 
Financial Management 
The Annual Financial Statements are a key pillar in Council’s financial reporting, and include Income 
Statements, Balance Sheet, Cash Flow Statements, financial commentary and variance reporting against 
budgets. 
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Risk Assessment 
Council’s Financial and Performance Statements are subject to a rigorous audit process to ensure their 
accuracy and to advise Council through these reports of any areas of concern. The Audit and Risk 
Committee also has a responsibility to review the statements prior to adoption of the statements in principle, 
and to raise any matters of concern. 
 
Communication 
The Financial and Performance Statements will be published in the Annual Report. 
 
Options 
Option 1 – Approve the 2020-21 Financial and Performance Statements in principle.  
This option is recommended by officers as they have been through a thorough audit process, have been 
endorsed by the Audit and Risk Committee and will allow Council to discharge its reporting requirements 
under the Local Government Act. 
 
Option 2 – Do note approve the 2020-21 Financial and Performance Statements in principle. 
This option is not recommended by officers as it may lead to Council being non-compliant with the Local 
Government Act. 
 
Conclusion 
The annual financial and performance reporting cycle provides a good opportunity for Council to reflect on its 
performance during the previous financial year. The process of compiling the financial and performance 
statements is a lengthy one, and involves a number of council officers who have committed considerable 
effort during this busy period. This effort ensures that reporting to the community continues to support 
Council’s objective of maintaining sound financial practices. 
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Close: There being no further items of business the meeting closed at 8:13pm. 
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