Information for property owners

Reducing Bushfire Risk
Vegetation Management on private property
Managing vegetation around houses
and on vacant urban land
Managing the vegetation on your property is
critical in a bushfire prone area to help reduce
the risk to your home and to your neighbours.
You may, for example, need to take shelter
in your house if you can’t leave the area as a
bushfire approaches. The following vegetation
management tips can help to reduce your risk:

• Ensure no flammable vegetation or material
(for example, mulch) is located under or near
windows/glass doors.
• Remove woody weed species first, then assess
what other vegetation may need to be pruned
or removed. Council officers can help you to
identify weed species, or go to www.surfcoast.
vic.gov.au and search Weeds of the Surf Coast
for more information.

• Keep grass on residential blocks (including
vacant land) below 30cm all year round and
below 10cm leading up to and during the fire
danger period (November through to May,
depending on weather conditions).

• Remove any tree branches overhanging your
house.

• Maintain a non-flammable area between
your house and your garden, such as a
path (or short, green lawn). Depending on
the flammability of your garden, the nonflammable area may be effective with as little
as one-metre width, but may need to be three
metres or more.

• When creating or remodelling your garden,
choose fire resistant plants and create nonconnecting clusters of plants.

• Break up continuous lines of vegetation (eg
hedges) so that fire is not connected to your
house (or your neighbour’s).

• Don’t store firewood or other fuel near or under
your house.
• Keep your house (including gutters) and
immediate surroundings free of leaf build-up.
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Managing native gardens
Many native vegetation types – particularly heath
or scrub - are highly flammable and produce
intense fires with lots of embers, which may travel
some distance and ignite spot fires. In some cases
mature native trees can offer protection from
radiant heat provided they are not too close to
the house.
In determining native vegetation clearance it is
important to consider protection of the natural
environment and township character. Some
native vegetation is protected under law and
penalties apply if it is cleared. Generally, you are
permitted to clear:
• Vegetation within 10m of your house
• Vegetation on your property within 30m of
your house (except for trees)
• Weed species from anywhere on your property.
Works for managing native garden bushfire risk
include:
• Clear heathy or scrubby vegetation a minimum
of three metres from your house and your
neighbour’s. Note that greater clearance may
be required depending on the flammability
of the vegetation. You can contact Council’s
Community Fire Safety and Environment
Officers for more specific information.
Trees & Shrubs

• Break up continuous sections of vegetation
with paths, gravel/paved areas, or short mown
grass.
Boneseed

Chrysanthemoides monilifera ssp. monilifera
ASTERACEAE
Origin: South Africa
Description:

Cape Broom (Montpellier Broom)
Genista monspessulana FABACEAE
Origin: Europe

• Remove any tree branches overhanging your
house.
A multi-branched shrub up to 3m with upright woody stems.
Flowers: Bright yellow, 5 to 8 petals, 20-30mm diameter, clustered
at the end of the branches, appearing in winter and spring.
Leaves: Leathery, prominent mid-vein, on short, thick stalks.
Toothed edges, often covered with a white cottony down.
Fruit: Round green berries that ripen to black. Each fruit contains
one smooth, hard, bone-coloured seed.

Notes:

Description:

Forms dense stands of shrubs to 3m high. Stems are ribbed and
covered with short hairs.
Flowers: Yellow pea-like flowers at the end of the branches in
late winter to spring.
Leaves: The leaves are formed in 3 leaflets that are broadly oval.
Upper surface is mid to dark green - underside is lighter.
Fruit: Brown or black flat narrow pods that are densely covered
with hairs.

Notes:

• Dense thickets eliminate the growth of indigenous species.
• Fire sensitive but regenerates massively after burning.
• Birds are the main agents for seed dispersal.
• Plants are at least 18 months to 3 years old before flowering,
remove younger plants before setting seed.
• Fire stimulates the growth of seedlings.

• Similar to Flax-leaf Broom but with broader, flat-margined
leaflets and leaves on short stalks.
• Often found on roadsides, disturbed areas and following fire.
• Can be a harbour for rabbits and other vermin.
• Is a prolific seeder, forming large seed banks that will remain
in the ground for many years.

Similar native species: Juvenile Boneseed can be confused
with seedlings of the native Boobialla Myoporum insulare.
Boneseed seedlings are covered in a white downy hair.

Status: Weed of National Significance, Regionally Controlled
Weed.

• Space trees apart so there is no continuous
canopy.
Status: Weed of National Significance, Regionally Controlled
Weed.

Weedy facts: One plant can produce up to 50,000 seeds per
year and the seed can remain viable in the soil for over 10 years.
Boneseed was originally introduced to prevent soil erosion in
coastal and inland areas.

Weedy facts: Cape Broom is the most widespread of several
species of Broom that have invaded southern Australia.
Weed treatment:

Weed treatment:

Managing vegetation on rural
properties
Dry grass ignites easily and grass fires move very
quickly, especially under windy conditions.
Taller grass will have a higher flame height, and a
fire in shorter mown or grazed grass will spread
more slowly. Works for managing vegetation on
rural properties include:
• On farming properties, land managers are
encouraged to create a three-metre wide fire
break on property boundaries or alongside
wildlife corridors by keeping grass below 10cm
throughout the fire season.
In some instances, a wider break is needed and
may be directed by the Municipal Fire Prevention
Officer after liaison with the property owner.
• Where a rural property abuts a township/
settlement, significant infrastructure or other
identified important area, a larger fuel break
will usually be required. Council’s Community
Fire Safety and Environment Officers can
work with the land manager to determine
requirements for establishing and maintaining
a fire fuel break throughout the fire danger
period.

Council has a number of publications
to help you manage your property.
About this brochure

This brochure identifies the top 20 weeds for the Surf Coast townships
of Anglesea to Eastern View.
Weeds are a threat to our natural environment. Guarding against
this threat requires Council, State and Federal Government, local
landholders and community volunteers to invest significant time, effort
and resources in controlling and eradicating weeds.

Go to www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au and search
Environment Publications.

As a Surf Coast resident, you also have a key role to play, starting
with the plants you choose for your garden and working to remove
– or at least manage – any weeds that have taken root there. This
brochure aims to help you fulfil this role by describing the 20 most
common weeds in your area and identifying appropriate treatment
methods for each.

Cape Wattle

Coast Tea-tree

Flax-leaf Broom

Description:

Description:

Description:

Paraserianthes lophantha MIMOSACEAE
Origin: Native to Western Australia

Leptospermum laevigatum MYRTACEAE
Origin: Native to Coastal NSW and Victoria

A large shrub or small tree to 5m high. Stalks have prominent
ridges.
Flowers: Greenish-yellow bottlebrush-like spikes in late winter
and spring, with up to 4 spikes appearing in the leaf axil.
Leaves: Large, much-dissected, feathery leaves to 150mm
long with up to 15 pairs of leaflets. Leaflets are silky downy
underneath.
Fruit: Flowers are followed by large flat brown pods to 120mm
long that split to expose the large black seeds.

For more information about each treatment method, refer to the
information sheet Treating Weeds in Your Surf Coast Garden: Your guide
to chemical and non-chemical methods. A companion booklet, Weeds
of the Surf Coast Shire, provides a more comprehensive guide to local
weeds. Go to www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au to access these publications.

Genista linifolia FABACEAE
Origin: Europe

The weed threat and you

Woody shrub to 3m forming dense stands. The ribbed stems are
green and softly haired when young becoming greyish-brown
and woody with age.
Flowers: Yellow pea flowers in tight clusters at the end of the
branches in late winter to spring.
Leaves: The leaves are formed in 3 narrow leaflets that are dark
green above, and silvery grey-green and hairy below. Margins
are rolled under.
Fruit: Bears seeds in downy pods. Seeds mature in late springearly summer and the pods become grey-black.

A shrub or small tree to 4m high. The bark flakes in thin strips.
Flowers: Large white flowers to 20mm in diameter appear in late
winter to early summer.
Leaves: Dull grey-green leaves. Flat, stiff, oval-shaped to 10mm
wide with a small point.
Fruit: A deciduous, flat-topped, wrinkled cup-shaped capsule to
8mm across.

Notes:

Notes:

• Regarded as a major environmental weed in south-east of
Australia due to its aggressive nature.
• Seeds prolifically - seeds are spread by birds, wind, water and
dumped garden waste.
• Buried seed can remain viable in the soil for many years and
potentially decades.
• Fire stimulates the growth of seedlings.

Similar native species: Black Wattle Acacia mearnsii and Silver
Wattle Acacia dealbata may be mistaken for Cape Wattle when not
in flower. No indigenous wattle has bottlebrush-like flowers.
Status: Environmental weed in Surf Coast Shire.

• Has invaded areas since the 1983 bushfires, forming thickets
on dunes and heathlands, and smothering all indigenous
vegetation.
• Spread by wind, water, planting and in dumped garden waste.
• Hybridises with Silky Tea-tree to produce another weed.
Similar native species: Silky Tea-tree Leptospermum
myrsinoides and Prickly Tea-tree Leptospermum continentale.
Status: Environmental weed in Surf Coast Shire.

Notes:

• Highly invasive, can become dominant in disturbed or
degraded areas.
• Prolific seeder forming large seed banks remaining in the
ground for at least 10 years.
• Seed is dispersed by wind and animals.

Status: Weed of National Significance, Regionally Controlled
Weed.

Weedy facts: Coast Tea-tree is a very serious environmental
weed when it establishes outside its natural range.

Weedy facts: Reproduces by seed with pods exploding to
disperse up to 3m from the parent plant.

Weed treatment:

Weed treatment:

Weedy facts: Cape Wattle is not, as its name suggests, a wattle.
It is however in the same family, Mimosaceae, so is a close
relative.
Weed treatment:

• Separate the tree canopy from the ground
level by ‘up-pruning’ the branches to a
minimum of two metres and remove shrubs or
other fuel from directly under trees.

Each of the weeds described in this brochure represents either an
existing or potential threat to the Surf Coast’s environmental values.
For example:

The CFA also has some valuable information on
its website. Visit www.cfa.vic.gov.au and search
landscaping for bushfire. Both the CFA and
Council officers can assist you with further advice.
• Agapanthus, Arum Lily, Gazania and Freesia are renowned for
escaping from local gardens and quickly taking over natural areas,
much to the detriment of our native flora and fauna.
• Sallow Wattle and Coast Tea-tree are highly flammable, which
substantially increases fuel loads around homes and surrounding
areas, adding to the bushfire risk.
• Sweet Pittosporum and Bluebell Creeper attract birds which
disperse their seeds into reserves and bushland. The ensuing
plants can out-compete local plant species, causing their extinction
and reducing wildlife habitat.
• Serrated Tussock and Chilean Needle-grass can quickly invade
agricultural areas and threaten their productive capacity.
You can help by:

• Choosing your garden plants wisely and selecting local indigenous
plants where possible. Note: this is particularly important if you live
within 500 metres of a natural area.
• Removing identified weed species from your garden and replacing
them with local indigenous plants.
• Familiarising yourself with your fire risk and removing those woody
weed species which increase the fuel load and fire intensity around
your home. (Refer to Landscaping your Surf Coast Garden for
Bushfire, which is available at www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au).
• Depositing your garden waste in your green-lidded Council bin or
at your local landfill.
• Entering and leaving natural areas with caution. Check your shoes
and clothes for seeds and ensure you enter clean and exit clean.
• Joining a local conservation group and volunteering to protect the
natural areas that you know and love.

Trees & Shrubs

Honey-myrtle – Giant

Honey-myrtle – Mauve
Melaleuca nesophila MYRTACEAE
Origin: Western Australia

• Keep the area immediately under the tree
canopy clear of flammable materials including
shrubs, twigs and leaf build-up.
Description:

Description:

Notes:

Notes:

A large spreading shrub or tree to 6m high with firm, rough bark.
Flowers: Creamish yellow bottlebrush-like flower heads in a
dense spike, about 30-70mm long and 20-30mm wide, appear in
spring and summer.
Leaves: Slender with re-curved pointed tips.
Fruit: Capsules are 3-5mm wide - pointed to wavy on the
capsule rim. They have quite a wide opening.
• A very serious environmental weed as it is fast growing and
quick to invade coastal heathlands, reserves and other areas.
• Seedlings are often seen growing along roadsides.
• Seed is dispersed by wind and water.

Similar native species: Giant Honey-myrtle can be confused
with Moonah Melaleuca lanceolata an important indigenous
plant. Flower spikes of this species are smaller, 20-40mm long
and 15mm wide and capsules are urn-shaped with a constricted
opening.
Status: Environmental weed in Surf Coast Shire.

A bushy, fast-growing large shrub or small tree to 4m high.
Flowers: Pinkish-mauve terminal rounded flower heads tipped
with gold appear during late spring and summer months.
Leaves: Deep green, shaped like a flattened circle. Young
leaves are a much lighter green.
Fruit: Small, tightly-packed, chunky capsules that are persistent
on the plant.
• Mauve Honey-myrtle is one of the most widely cultivated
Melaleuca species.
• Spreads easily from gardens into bushland reserves,
displacing the indigenous vegetation.
• Seed is dispersed by wind and water.

Honey-myrtle – Red

Melaleuca hypericifolia MYRTACEAE
Origin: Queensland and NSW
Description:

A spreading, loosely-branched shrub to about 2m high with
drooping branches.
Flowers: Large, rusty red, bottlebrush-like flowers are concealed
amongst the foliage in late spring and summer.
Leaves: Lance-shaped up to 40mm long. Sometimes turn red or
have bronze tips in winter.
Fruit: Cylindrically-arranged seed capsules that are persistent on
the plant, contain numerous fine seeds.

Notes:

• Serious problem plant, spreading easily from gardens into
bushland reserves and displacing indigenous vegetation.
• Seed is dispersed by wind and water.
• Often forms dense thickets of new plants.

Status: Environmental weed in Surf Coast Shire.

Status: Environmental weed in Surf Coast Shire.

Weed treatment:

Weed treatment:

Polygala myrtifolia var. myrtifolia
POLYGALACEAE
Origin: South Africa

A large shrub or small tree to 5m high.
Flowers: Small creamy-white clusters of flowers are present
during summer months.
Leaves: Glossy, deep green, rounded leaves, slightly notched
at the tip and almost fleshy, are a familiar characteristic of this
plant.
Fruit: Flowers are followed by orange-red berries.

Description:

Notes:

Notes:

• A vigorous, salt-tolerant species that thrives in coastal areas
where it has often been planted as a hedge or windbreak.
• Spreads along roadsides and into reserves where it tends to
grow in dense clumps, eliminating indigenous species.
• Birds, particularly blackbirds, feed on the berries and spread
the seed to new areas.
• In coastal dunes, the species can become almost prostrate
and new plants will form where branches touch the ground.
Status: Environmental weed in Surf Coast Shire.
Weed treatment:

Weed treatment:
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Myrtle-leaf Milkwort

Weeds of the Surf Coast Shire

Melaleuca armillaris MYRTACEAE
Origin: Native to eastern NSW and Gippsland

Weeds of the
Surf Coast Shire

Landscaping
your
surf
Mirror-Bush
Coprosma repens RUBIACEAE
coast
garden
Origin: New Zealand
Description:
for
Bushfire

An erect to spreading shrub to about 2m high.
Flowers: Clusters of pinkish-purple pea flowers on the ends of leafy
branches all year round, although mainly in late winter to spring.
Leaves: Light green, broadly oval, tips rounded, to 40mm long.
Fruit: A flattened capsule to 10mm long, heart-shaped with a
marginal wing, ripening from green to brown.
• A very serious environmental weed.
• Forms large thickets, covering extensive areas and therefore
excluding all indigenous vegetation.
• Seed remains viable in the soil for at least three years and
germinates readily in both shade and full sun, forming dense
carpets under adult plants.
• Dispersed by water, ants, birds and the dumping of garden waste.
• Polygala myrtifolia var. grandiflora is also a weed in the district
with larger flowers and the leaves are longer, tapering and a
darker green.
Similar native species: Seedlings of Coast Beard-heath
Leucopogon parviflorus.
Status: Environmental weed in Surf Coast Shire.
Weedy facts: A salt-tolerant species that thrives in Australian
Printed copies
ofinthis
booklet
have
been
conditions,
especially
the coastal,
sandy
soils
where it builds
produced
up a large
seed bank.in limited numbers.
Weed
treatment:
The
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can be accessed at
www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au
and will be updated as required.
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See also Weeds of the Surf Coast Shire
which is available online at
www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au
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Did you know...
To enable the fire brigade to access your property it is critical there is a 4.5m width and 4.5m height clearance around your
driveway to allow trucks access. In areas outside township water boundaries, firefighters will need clear directions and
access to alternative water sources such as dams or water tanks, this includes being able to connect firefighting hoes onto
your private water tanks when required.
Damaged supply pipelines, incorrect fittings, or absence of appropriate fittings may delay the supply of water in
emergencies. We recommend that you install CFA compliant fittings to your water tank(s).
For information on the CFA’s requirements for water supply fittings, go to www.cfa.vic.gov.au and search tank
connections explained.

