
 

Anglesea Kindergarten 
Philosophy 

‘Positive experiences in early childhood set 

foundations for children’s positive life’ 

The Kindergarten is an integral part of the local community that brings different families together 

through education, children’s services and support. We acknowledge that children belong first to 

their family whatever structure this takes, and recognise that this is the child’s most significant 

relationship. We highly value the link between a family and early learning environment, the wider 

community and school. We work in collaboration with all these groups to provide the best start for 

each child.  

We recognise and acknowledge the Wadawurrung people as the traditional owners of the land. We 

endeavour to embed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and history within our 

Kindergarten program and are continuously building of knowledge and resources around this. 

All children are capable, confident and resourceful. They are active learners who co-construct their 

knowledge through play and social interactions. We respect that all children learn at different rates, 

in different ways and at different times.  

Respectful, trusting relationships and responsive engagements are maintained with each child. This 

encourages confidence and emotional security. This enables children to feel respected, valued, safe, 

secure and supported. By recognising each child as an individual, confidence and emotional 

wellbeing develop.  

The learning experiences include a strength based, emergent approach which reflects the Victorian 

Early Years Learning and Development Framework, the Early Years Learning Framework for Australia 

and the National Quality Framework. Open ended experiences and a play based program leads to 

child directed learning as well as intentional teaching. We encourage children to explore and engage 

in their environments through providing opportunities of unlimited time, space and resources. This 

encourages children to develop resilience, confidence, self-agency, empathy and involvement and 

choice in their own learning. We foster children to learn to assess their own risk in play.  

We appreciate and respect our natural local surroundings and incorporate them into our program. 

The use of natural and recycled materials is encouraged and environmentally sustainable practises 

are embedded in the program. Nature play plays a vital role in the children’s learning and is 

prioritised throughout our program. We encourage children to explore, discover and build strong 

connections and respect with nature. 

 



 

 
 
Reflective practice is an integral part of our planning processes. Documenting children’s learning, 
planning for their strengths, needs and interests and evaluation form an ongoing learning 
environment for the educators and children. This is documented and programmed through ‘EDUCA’ 
(our online programming tool). We use reflective learning stories and individual and group 
observations and goals.  Educators are able to question their own beliefs and examine own practice 
through collaboration and critical reflection with each other and with the families, children and 
community.  
We value and recognise the importance of each individuals childhood and aim to embed the seven 

‘child safe standards’ (Nov 2015) into practice within the service; providing strong leadership in the 

drive for cultural change so that protecting children from abuse is embedded in everyday thinking 

and practice. We prioritise child safety and are proactive in our recognition and celebration of 

cultures within our community. 

Our service and its educators follow the ECA Code of Ethics in relation to inclusion. All other policies 

have been prepared in conjunction with current stake holders: Our educators, our families, our hub 

users and our Surf Coast Shire Cluster Management, Team Leader and Educational leader.  

 

 

 


