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Western Gateway 
The area surrounding Winchelsea to Colac has a significant agricultural role and 
supports a number of small towns, such as Forrest, Moriac and Birregurra, which 
provide important housing lifestyle options and niche tourism activity. Colac plays a 
district town role, providing food production activity and services to settlements within 
the rural hinterland, including the Otways and Great Ocean Road, and is a gateway to 
the Great South Coast...2 
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The hinterland villages of Deans Marsh and Moriac maintain strong links to the land, 
which consists of productive agriculture, rural land and tourist businesses. Rural 
landscapes in the hinterland are highly valued by the community and finding the most 
productive use of the land is an important element in its economic future.9 
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Development in regional Victoria will need to be in keeping with the character, 
attractiveness and amenity of individual cities and towns. It will also need to be a 
balance with protecting productive land, economic resources and biodiversity assets 
that are critical to the State’s economic and environmental sustainability.11 
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16 Surf Coast AmendmentC125 Advisory Committee Final Report, 17 April 2020 
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Year 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 
Dwellings 
approved 

0 4 3 15 20 10 

 2021 approval figures are year to date recorded on the 1 September 2021 
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