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Introduction 

This document contains the Surf Coast Highway Design Guidelines, produced by David Lock Associates, Gillespies 

(Australia) and TTM traffic engineering, in conjunction with the Surf Coast Shire. 

The Surf Coast Highway Design Guidelines establish a shared vision of appropriate development along the Surf Coast 

Highway. It seeks to encourage development that can foster a sense of arrival into Torquay, the Surf Coast Shire and the 

Great Ocean Road that more accurately reflects the quality and distinctive identity of those places which all share the 

Highway as an arrival point. This can promote local pride, provide qualities that benefit the community and enhance 

economic vitality.  This vision is based on a thorough analysis of the areas physical characteristics and the “social 

landscape” – the values, concerns and aspirations that the respective communities attach to different parts of their shared 

environments. This project forms part of the Surf Coast Shire’s long-term commitment to developing Torquay as both a 

gateway and a destination for visitors and residents alike. 
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Diagram 1 –Surf Coast Highway Precincts
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Surf Coast Highway Design Guidelines  

TREES

Acacia melanoxylon Blackwood 5-30m 4-15m

Allocasuarina verticillata Drooping Sheoak 4-10m 3-6m

Banksia marginata Silver Banksia 5-10m 3-5m

Eucalyptus leucoxylon * Yellow Gum 10-20m 6-20m

Eucalyptus tricarpa* Red Ironbark 15-20m 5-8m

Eucalyptus viminalis * Manna Gum 10-50m 8-15m

LARGE SHRUBS

Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 3-10m 2-5m

Acacia suaveolens Sweet Wattle 1-3m 2-5m

Acacia verniciflua Varnish Wattle 3-5m 3-5m

Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria 2-6m 2-3m

Leucopogon parviflorus Coast Beard-heath 1-4m 2-3m

Melaleuca lanceolata Moonah 1-8m 3-6m

Ozothamnus ferrigineus Tree Everlasting 2-6m 1-3m

Solanum laciniatum Kangaroo Apple 1-3m 1-3m

MEDIUM SHRUBS

Acacia acinacea Gold Dust Wattle 0.5-2.5m 2-4m

Alyxia buxifolia Sea Box 1-2m 1-3m

Correa alba White Correa 0.5-2m 1-3m

Correa reflexa Common Correa 0.3-2m 1-2m

Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia 1-2.5m 1-3m

Myoporum sp Boobialla 0.5-1m 3-4m

Olearia lirata Snow Daisy Bush 2-5m 2-3m

Ozothamnus rosmarinifolius Rosemary Everlasting 1.5-3m 1-2m

Ozothamnus turbinatus Coast Everlasting 1-3m 1.5m

Platylobium sp. Flat Pea 0.3-1m 1-1.5m

Pomaderris oraria Coast Pomaderris 1-1.5m 1-1.5

Rhagodia candolleana Seaberry Saltbush 2m 1-2.5m

Tetragonia implexicoma Bower Spinach 0.3-3m 2m
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* Indicates trees with a clear stem where preserving view lines is important.
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The following plant list has been collated to guide people to a variety of 
indigenous plants that are suitable for use in the local urban landscape. It 
should be noted that some plants are more suited to particular site 
requirements. It is advisable to contact your local nursery for more 
information and get advise choosing plants which will grow well on your 
site. The trees listed have been chosen for their suitability to be used in 
urban environments and streetscapes. However, large trees should always 
be sited in locations to minimise the risk to people and property. Please 
seek professional advise if you are unsure.
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SMALL SHRUBS

Astroloma humifusum Cranberry Heath 0.1-0.5m 1-1.5m

Brunonia australis Blue Pincushion 0.1-0.5m 0.1-0.15m

Convolvulus erubescens Pink Bindweed 0.1-0.3m 0.5m

Goodenia ovata Hop Goodenia 1-2.5m 1-3m

Hibbertia riparia Erect Guinea Flower 0.3-1m 0.6m

Hibbertia sericea Silky Guinea Flower 0.3-1m 0.6m

Dillwynia sp. Parrot Pea

Lasiopetlum baueri Slender Velvet Bush 1-1.5m 1m

Pultenaea sp. Bush-pea

Olearia ramulosa Twiggy Daisy Bush 0.5-2.5m 1m

Scaevola sp. Fire-weed

Stylidium graminifolium Trigger Plant 0.2-0.6m 0.2-0.3m

Wahlenbergia communis Tufted Bluebell 0.15-0.5m 0.15m

Wahlenbergia gracilis Sprawling Bluebell 0.1-0.5m

Wahlenbergia stricta Tufted Bluebell 0.4-0.9m 0.3-0.4m

CLIMBERS

Billardiera sp. Apple Berry

Clemantis microphylla Small Leafed Clemantis

Glycine clandestina Twining Glycina

Muehlenbeckia adpressa Climbing Lignum

GRASSES / LILLYS

Anthropodium strictum Chocolate Lilly

Danthonia sp. Wallaby Grass

Dianella revoluta Black-anther Flax-lilly

Dichelachne sp. Plume Grass

Lomandra longifolia Spiny-headed Mat-rush

Microlaena stipoides Weeping Grass

Poa labillardieri Tussock Grass

Stipa sp. Spear Grass

Themeda trianda Kangaroo Grass

GROUND COVERS

Carpobrotus rossii Karkalla 2-3m

Chrysocephalum apiculatum Common Everlasting 1-2m

Kennedia prostrata Running Postman 1-2.5m

Veronica gracilis Slender Speedwell 1m

Indigenous vegetation is vegetation that occurs naturally in the area. When purchasing plants ensure they 

have been sourced from local seed stock

Notes:

·Plant sizes are indicative only and ultimate size will vary according to specific microclimatic conditions.
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